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Outline of the Course
This course will use economic tools to gain a deeper understanding of a variety of contemporary economic issues. While most of the examples will be from the US, some examples will be drawn from Japan and other countries. Most importantly, we will see that the economic way of thinking can be applied to any country around the world.
This is a writing-intensive course. Much of your grade will depend on the degree in which your economic writing and presentation skills in English improve. Students will also be required to give a brief presentation of their work several times in the semester to improve public speaking.
Course materials: 

All readings will be distributed in class or via e-mail and/or are available online. 
1) Direct e-mail to me;  2) my website; will be the main ways of communication. I will not use the LMS （教育支援システムはほとんど使わないつもり） system very much.
The course will be based on weekly readings. Students will be assigned to present/summarize (using short PPT slides) each of the weekly readings on a rotating basis. All students are expected to participate in the discussion of the weekly readings. 

As the class size is typically small, there will be ample opportunity for students to ask questions and contribute to discussions during class.
While the content is not, in general, mathematical, a solid foundation in the basics of supply and demand (graphical notation) and principles of the economic approach is required.

Requirements/Grading:

Presentations (PPT) 20%
General Participation in Discussions 20% 
Periodic Homeworks (writing-intensive essays) and writing skills assessment 30% 
Final Term Paper 30%
The Final Term Paper will be based upon a list of topics. The student is required to expand upon their selected topic providing additional references and reach their own conclusion. The total length of the paper should be approximately 10-15 pages (double-spaced).

The class will require ‘active learning’ in the sense that the students will be required to present and summarize weekly readings and participate in active discussions in class. The class size will be quite small. However, students will also have short writing assignments (homeworks) and a term paper due at the end of the class. 

Tentative (Subject to Change)
Sept. 22: The Power of the Market and price signals

Sept. 29: Government and Markets

Oct. 6: Effects of the Minimum Wage
Oct. 13: Effects of the Minimum Wage, Citations and Referencing rules
Oct. 20: NO CLASS 
Oct 27:  Minimum Wage Essay #1 (rough draft) due
Nov. 3:  NO class (Culture Day)
Nov. 10: Minimum Wage Essay #1 revision due, presentations by students (5-10 min)
Nov. 17: Agricultural Policy, Subsidies and Protectionism
Nov. 24:  Agricultural Policy cont’d
Dec. 1: Japan’s Rice Protection Essay #2 (draft) due  (Presentations by students)
Dec. 8: Production Subsidies and Hi-tech Wars (if time)
Dec. 15: Japan’s Rice Protection Essay #2 (draft) due, pick paper to present, pick final paper topic    
Dec. 22: Globalization and Economic Prosperity
Dec. 29: NO CLASS

Jan 5: NO CLASS
Jan 12: NO class
Jan. 19: Submit Draft of Final Paper, present summary of your paper
Jan. 26: presentations, feedback on draft of final paper.

Feb. 2 Final Exam (turn in paper, and presentations if not all done yet)
All homeworks, quizzes and exams will be announced at least 2 weeks prior to the date.
We will use various readings from economic textbooks, journal articles and newspaper and magazine articles.
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